Understanding the World
Past and Present, People Culture and Communities and The Natural World
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.
	Age
	The Child will be learning to:

	2 Year Old

A two year old will be highly explorative in the natural world, and become engaged in exploring different weathers, showing high levels of fascination. They will notice and become engrossed in exploring different elements of nature such as mini-beasts and flowers, and engage with songs relating to different backgrounds, festivals and cultures. A two year old will explore a range of small world resources, and begin to name some of their favourite animals or occupations, for example a police officer. They use all the five senses to explore the world around them and are highly curious to problem solve and learn about new things. 



	· Explore a wide range of material and natural resources both indoors and outdoors using their whole bodies. 
· Recognises pictures of their own family in books or display boards. 
· Confidently explore the outdoor environment in all weather conditions, adapting behaviours based on weather phenomena. (Splashing in puddles, dancing with streamers in wind, exploring texture of snow.)
· Notices and points to different natural phenomena they observe such as mini beasts, flowers or fallen leaves. 
· Enjoys nursery rhymes and simple stories about different backgrounds, cultures, celebrations and festivals.
· Explore and shows curiosity with a range of small world toys and resources, and occasionally names and mimics the sounds police cars or fire engines make. 
· Seek to make things work by pressing buttons, pressing switches or lifting flaps. 
· Uses all the five senses to make sense of the world around them by exploring a range of highly varied resources, that reflect history and the current cultural, technological, ecological and social world in which they live. 


	Age
	The Child will be learning to:

	3 Year Old

A three year old will show high interest and curiosity of the natural world around them, exploring different textures, weathers and materials using all five of their senses, making comments and asking simple questions to further their understanding. They will begin to show awareness of their own needs in different weather conditions and how they feel e.g. warm, cold, wet, thirsty etc. They will notice differences between themselves and others, for example their gender, hair, colour of their skin, disabilities and differences in clothing, and make comments about these. A three year old will show a positive attitude towards exploring books and play materials that demonstrate positive role models and occupations, of people from different cultures, backgrounds, genders and disabilities. They will show interest and problem solving skills when investigating mechanical toys and use simple language communicate their findings and ask questions.

	· Draws attention to and makes connections between features of their family and others. For example, my daddy has hair like yours, my mummy wears a scarf too.
· Talks about their own family and can recall some key events from their home life. 
· Enjoys joining in with a range of cultural celebrations, festivals and events, making comments, asking simple questions about these, and exploring new resources with curiosity.
·  Explores a range of books and play materials with a positive attitude, that demonstrate positive role models of different people and occupations, regardless of disability, gender stereotypes, race, religious diversity, and that demonstrate the diversity of life in modern Britain. 
· Explore and talk about what they are experiencing using all their senses in the natural world around them. This could relate to weather, observations of plants, trees or creatures. 
· Begins to use some language of weather, and shows awareness of how this impacts their feelings, for example cold and requiring a coat, hot and needing a drink or sun cream. 
· Explores and is curious about a range of resources with differing properties, and begins to ask simple questions and describe the texture of these. 
· Investigates mechanical equipment and resources that require pushing, pulling, winding and turning to work, using simple language to describe what is happening and asking simple questions.


	Age
	The Child will be learning to:

	4 Year Old

A four year old will have a deeper understanding of the world around them, demonstrating this through a wide range of vocabulary, describing their findings and asking a variety of questions. They will show a positive attitude towards people from different races, cultures, backgrounds, genders and disabilities, discussing similarities and differences. They will demonstrate the need to respect and care for their environment, living things and their wider community, becoming an active member of their community to bring about positive changes. They show understanding of the life cycles of plants and animals and the concepts of growth and decay. A four year old will show fascination in investigating changes, mechanical objects and forces, describing what is happening, making suggestions, planning and evaluating what they have experienced and asking questions to deepen their knowledge. They become aware of different places in the world, including towns and countries, talking about their own experiences or places they have seen on photographs or in books.

	· Continues to develop a positive attitude towards people from different cultures, backgrounds, religions, occupations and disabilities, drawing attention to similarities and differences and asking questions to further their understanding. 
· Uses a wide range of vocabulary to confidently talk about what they see, hear, smell, taste and feel in their environment.
· Shows high interest and curiosity when investigating changes to objects and materials and begins to talk about and describe the different forces they feel. For example, baking cookies, melting ice cubes, sinking and floating objects, magnetic attraction and repulsion, stretching, snapping and bending objects.
· Shows understanding and explains the concepts of growth, change and decay with bulbs, plants and seeds.
· Shows understanding around the life cycles of some plants and animals and can describe what they see happening.
· Demonstrates with understanding the need to respect and care for the natural environment, living things and their wider community, becoming an active member to support positive changes in their local area. E.g. understanding not to litter, some basic recycling knowledge, respecting others property and beliefs, caring for other people and animals. 
· Gains a deeper understanding of how things work, using language to describe what they are doing, what they think will happen, planning and evaluating the process as they go.
· Is aware of places, towns and countries in the world and talk about places they have experienced or seen in photographs.
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