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Comprehension, Word Reading and Writing
It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).
	Age
	The Child will be learning to:

	2 Year Old

A two year old child enjoys joining in with nursery rhymes, and begins to join in with vocalisations and actions. They show an interest in books, and may begin to have favourites, joining in with some repeated phrases or refrains.  They are explorative with using different medias to create marks, and use available resources to create large marks on a variety of surfaces. They may begin to gradually increase attention when listening to stories, and draw attention to specific images in the book. 



	· Enjoys a range of sounds and songs, and joins in with varying tunes, rhymes and tempos of music using simple vocalisations, and varying pitch of voice.
· Joins in with some words, finger movements and actions of rhymes, stories and songs. 
· Enjoys a short story when shared with an adult or other child, and handles books independently with interest. 
· Pays attention and points to specific images in books and stories.
· May have favourite books or nursery rhymes, and select these spontaneously. 
· Join in with some repeated refrains in books and stories. 
· Enjoys creating marks in a variety of sensory medias.
· Experiment with using chalk, pens, paint brushes, sticks, stones, crayons etc, to create marks on different surfaces.  
· Begins to give simple meanings to mark they make. 


	Age
	The Child will be learning to:

	3 Year Old

A three year old enjoys creating marks using a range of media and resources, and will be beginning to increase the level of detail in the marks they make, and giving meaning to these. They may form some recognisable letters, however these may not be correctly formed. They develop a love of reading, enjoying a range of books, offering comments and suggestions of what may happen. They develop awareness of some concepts of print and will develop phonological awareness by joining rhyming words, hearing alliteration and beginning to link sounds to letters. 

	· Is beginning to form some recognisable letters that may not be formed correctly, for example, the first letter of their name. 
· Developing awareness of concepts of print, for example that print has meaning, the names of different parts of a book and page sequencing.
· Notices print in the environment around them, and drawing attention to this. 
· Makes marks on their picture to represent their name, this maybe in emergent writing or by forming recognisable letters. 
· Begins to create more detailed marks and drawings, and gives meaning to these. 
· Creates meaningful marks in a range of medias. 
· Offer comments, ask questions, and make suggestions about what will happen in books, drawing attention to key events throughout stories.
· Use available props to build role-play around favourite stories.  
· Use books to mirror reading skills, making up their own stories and events based on illustrations. 
· Begins to develop phonological awareness by joining rhyming words, noticing alliteration, and changing words in familiar rhymes and songs. 
· Begins to hear and say the initial sounds in words, and may link some sounds to letters.

	Age
	The Child will be learning to:

	4 Year Old

A four year old is developing their phonological awareness, and are beginning to hear the syllables in words, segmenting and blending the sounds together. They are becoming increasingly skilled at mark making, drawing pictures with greater detail, and forming some recognisable letters. They understand the concepts of print, and have a secure love of reading that will enable them to thrive as they continue on their learning journey. Children of four years old will show a deeper understanding of books and stories, regularly asking questions, offering suggestions and predictions of what will happen. They may make up their own stories, and be beginning to read simple words made of the letters they have learnt. 

	· Is able to form some recognisable letters, some of which are correctly formed.
· Is able to recognise and write some or all of their name on pictures, name cards and on display boards. 
· Engages in a conversation about stories they have read, offering ideas, questioning things and predicting what will happen. 
· Understand all five key concepts of print; that print has meaning, that print can have different purposes, that we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom, the names of the different parts of a book, and page sequencing.
· Can link some sounds to letters of the alphabet, and using these in a purposeful way, for example writing them in a shopping list using a letter B for banana. 
· Uses counting or claps, to recognise the number of syllables in words. 
· Is able to segment and blend the sounds in simple words, for example sat, pat, tip. 
· Enjoy a range of fiction, non-fiction and factual books, and develop a widening vocabulary based on the language of these. 
· Make up simple stories, and involve others in this during play. 
· Use a familiar book, to retell entire sections of the story, turning to the correct page at the correct time using illustrations to guide them.
· Read some simple words, made up of the letters they have learnt. 
· Beginning to continue a rhyming string, or alliteration. 




