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Creating with Materials and Being imaginative and Expressive
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.
	Age
	The Child will be learning to:

	2 Year Old

A two year old shows high fascination and energy when introduced to new experiences. They engage with a variety of sensory medias, using their five senses and whole bodies to explore them. They will begin to make intentional marks using different resources, exploring the different textures and patterns of natural resources, materials and loose parts. A two year old creates movement in response to music and will be starting to join in with actions and sounds to familiar songs and rhymes. They will explore different speech, rhythmical and repetitive sounds, using their own voice, instruments, loose parts and natural resources. Two year olds use their whole bodies as an emotional reaction to their experiences.



	· Shows attention and creates movement in response to music. 
· Joins in and anticipates actions in rhymes and songs such as peekaboo, Tiny Turtle, Happy and you know it.
· Explore different speech sounds using a range of pitch, tempo, dynamics and rhythms. 
· Explore making rhythmical and repetitive sounds with instruments, loose parts and natural resources.
· Explore different textures and patterns in the environment. 
· Engage in different sensory experiences such as paint, cornflour, gloop etc. using their whole bodies, all five senses, and a range of tools such as paint brushes, natural resources and loose parts. 
· Use a variety of resources to make marks intentionally. 
· Engage with some aspects of pretend play, mainly focusing around their first hand experiences. 
· Shows curiosity and fascination when exploring a wide range of natural, synthetic and cultural resources using all their senses to investigate them. 
· Uses whole bodies as an emotional reaction to music, medias, resources and experiences. 



	Age
	The Child will be learning to:

	3 Year Old

A three year old is able to explore and use a range of materials and resources purposefully to create and develop their own ideas. They are giving meaning to their marks as they draw and paint, which become increasingly detailed and more complex. They use different speech sounds, with a range of pitch, tempo and dynamics to represent characters and ideas in their role-play. They use different objects and resources to represent another, even when they do not have characteristics in common. A three year old explores a range of textures and will begin to use language to describe them. They are developing skill in using a variety of joining materials to fix and stabilise their creations. They remember and join in with a range of songs, stories, rhythms and rhymes, listening with increasing attention and responding to what they hear, expressing their own ideas and feelings. 

	· Gives meanings to their marks and expresses a sense of self, as they draw and paint and explore different experiences. 
· Use different speech sounds, instruments and movements, repeating a rhythm, or using a range of pitch, tempo and dynamics to create simple representations of characters and ideas. For example, a different voice to be a pirate, using fast motions to drive a police vehicle. 
· Use imaginative skills to recreate roles, simple representations of people, and to consider how to use a variety of materials. 
· Use a range of materials and resources to build, balance and create simple models, and develop ideas of how to use them and what they want to achieve. 
· Use objects or resources to represent another, even when they do not have characteristics in common, to take part in pretend or imaginative play. For example, Loose parts to cook with in the home corner. 
· Explore a range of textures and begin to use language to describe these. 
· Use a variety of joining materials to fix and stabilise creations. For example, nails, glue, tape, paperclips. 
· Draw and make marks with increasing detail and complexity, and may include emotion in these. 
· Explore using colours for a purpose, what happens when you mix colours, and texture changes. 
· Listen with increasing control, awareness and attention, responding to what they hear and expressing their ideas and feelings. 
· Join in and remember a range of songs, stories, rhythms and rhymes. 
· Shows awareness of colours, cultural resources and artists work, making links between these and their own personal experiences.


	Age
	The Child will be learning to:

	4 Year Old

A four year old shows high levels of imagination in their creations and play, involving others in a narrative, circle game, or taking part in a storyline. They develop preferences for forms of expression, and will use increasing complexity in the marks they make. They will express some emotions through drawings, and create representations and ideas around their experiences. Children will be able to pitch match and have increasing skill with listening, and making up their own song. They will be able to understand use of colour, cultural and artistic resources, and have independent thoughts about these. When singing they will be increasingly melodic, and create using a range of joining materials, techniques and processes. 

	· Develop their own storyline or narrative, using small world resources and props to support imagination. 
· Engage in sustained shared thinking with another child or group of children, following a role-play, storyline or narrative. 
· Demonstrate different emotions through their marks, drawings and pictures, developing different expressions for happy, sad, angry etc. 
· Uses drawing and marks to represent and express a range of experiences, such as observations, movements, objects and sounds.
· Use a range of speech sounds and vocalisation to match someone else’s pitch, tempo, dynamics and rhythms.
· Recall, sing and make up a range of songs, stories, rhythms and rhymes, using the correct melodic shape for familiar tunes. 
· Use a range of open ended resources to make their own instruments and create sound to express their emotions, feelings and ideas. 
· Understand use of colour, cultural resources and artists work, and confidently expresses own thoughts about these, and respecting that others’ view may be different to theirs. 
· Confidently and safely use wide range of tools and joining materials to fix and stabilise creations with increasing complexity. For example, nails and hammers, screwdrivers etc.  





