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Speaking and Listening, Attention and Understanding
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children’s language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. 
	Age
	The Child will be learning to:

	2 Year Old

A two year old is developing vocabulary at a rapid pace, and uses everyday single words to communicate their wants and needs. They often rely on gesture and pointing to communicate what they want, and have limited attention skills. They are beginning to join in with and make vocalisations along with nursery rhymes, sometimes using the correct word or action. They are able to concentrate for a short period in an activity of their own choosing, but regularly flit between experiences.  They can become frustrated if they cannot make their needs known and are developing initial conversation skills by practicing a back and forth interaction with a familiar adult or their peers. A two year old will understand some single words when used in context, and know the use of some everyday items. They are beginning to follow some simple instructions, but can require supporting gestures. 



	· Uses some single words in context to communicate their basic wants and needs. 
· Develops some personal words as they develop language. 
· Understand some everyday single words in context, and identify them by pointing and sometimes modelling their uses in play.
· Consistently using a combination of babble, sounds and single words during play, to begin to form simple sentences.
· Begins to listen to and follow some simple instructions, sometimes requiring gestures to be used. 
· Enjoys listening and begins to join in with familiar songs, rhymes and music toys. 
· Quietens at the sound of speech, and appears calmed by a familiar carer’s voice. 
· Understands and imitates frequently used phrases and expressions, for example ‘Bye bye.’
· Can focus on an activity of their own choosing for a short period, but is easily distracted by environmental factors. 
· Begins to sit and listen for short periods in circle times, when the activity interests them, with fleeting attention. 
· Tries to make their wants and needs understood through gesture, eye contact or simple language, and may grow frustrated if they are unable to. 
· Begins to use some language of basic emotions such as happy or sad, and identify them using emotion picture cards. 
· Develops initial conversational skills by engaging in a two way interaction, with a familiar adult during play. 





	Age
	The Child will be learning to:

	3 Year Old

A three year old is becoming confident to use simple sentences to communicate with others, using these frequently during play. They are able to have a simple conversation with another child or adult, sometimes jumping from topic to topic. The vocabulary of a three year old is widening, particularly relating to their personal and shared experiences. They may use irregular tenses and plurals during sentences, and are able to use some connecting words. They are able to ask and understand simple questions during a conversation. A three year old can use the language of emotions to communicate theirs and others feelings. They show understanding and can follow more complex instructions. Their attention skills are increasing, enabling them to sit and listen for short periods during an adult led activity, such as circle times and group stories. 
	· Can have a simple conversation with one other person, but may jump between topics. 
· Uses some connecting words to join simple sentences together.
· Engages in pretend play skills that involve an action, for example putting baby to sleep or giving teddy a drink. 
· Is able to sit and listen to a simple story, and understand what is happening with the support of props or pictures. 
· Uses simple sentences frequently in play, but some maybe incorrectly formed as they lengthen over time. 
· Understand and follows some more complex instructions of two parts, for example, ‘go and get your coat then wait at the door’. 
· Uses some simple questions in a conversation, and shows understanding of ‘who’ ‘what’ or ‘where’ when these are asked of them. 
· Uses a wide vocabulary which is often based around the width and breadth of their experiences. 
· Can listen and do for short periods. 
· Is able to sit and listen for a short period during an adult led activity with increasing attention skills. 
· Have a large repertoire of songs and nursery rhymes, and be able to make choices between these. 
· Is able to use the language of emotions to communicate how they or others may be feeling, and link pictures to these. 
· As they develop language, use irregular tenses and plurals, with some unclear pronunciation. For example, ‘Me runned to park.’ 

	Age
	The Child will be learning to:

	4 Year Old

A four year old is a competent and clear communicator, and is able to hold a conversation with others, expressing their own ideas and debating their point of view. They are able to play within a group, introducing new ideas, and extending and elaborating play. They use complex sentences to link thoughts and show a deeper understanding of open-ended questions, responding to these appropriately. A four year old is able to control the focus of their attention, showing increasing recall and comprehension of stories. They begin to engage with nonsense rhymes and jokes, and show understanding of their emotions by using language to express their feeling and explain why they feel this way. 

	· Start and maintain a conversation with an adult or a friend, responding to what others are saying and introducing new ideas.
· Able to play in a group, extending and elaborating ideas.
· Uses complex sentences to communicate and link their thoughts, feelings and to express their own ideas and opinions during conversations.
· Express their point of view with confidence and be able to debate if they disagree, having the language and thought processes to discuss and challenge ideas.
· Understands and is able to respond to ‘why’ questions, with an appropriate answer and ask these questions of others to gain a deeper understanding.
· Is able to control the focus of their attention with increasing concentration and involvement level, developing the skill to pay attention to more than one thing at a time.
· Enjoy and maintain attention during longer stories and books with increasing recall and comprehension. 
· Is able to understand and engage with nonsense rhymes, stories and jokes. 
· Be able to retell an event from their personal experiences, in an organised and ordered way.
· Be able to respond appropriately and answer open ended questions, showing deeper understanding of new concepts and critical thinking skills.
· Can understand a range of complex instructions that may involve positional language, simple concepts and multiple parts.
· Use language to express their emotions and clarify their feelings, developing emotional literacy to enable them express their emotion and why they feel that way.




