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Characteristics of Effective Learning
Engagement, Motivation and Thinking
	Characteristics of Effective Learning



	Playing and Exploring

	Active Learning 
	Creating and Thinking Critically

	Develops confidence to become explorative in their environment.
	Develops persistence to solve problems and adapt their thinking to enable them to build upon their skills and existing knowledge.
	Develops their knowledge and understanding of the world around them by exhibiting pretend play skills during a range of situations, reflecting and building on their first experiences. 

	Develops purposeful play skills using a range of available resources to support this. 
	Working hard and bouncing back after difficulties, showing enjoyment at their accomplishments and the processes they encounter on their learning journey.  
	Uses problem-solving skills in everyday situations to adapt their thinking and ideas, to understand another perspective and to gain deeper insight into different cultures, norms and ways of life.  


	Have independent thoughts and ways of doing things, enabling them to make choices and complete tasks achievable based on their individual ability. 
	Shows understanding that they are a secure and valued member of the setting by exhibiting confidence in approaching the daily routines, familiar adults and peers, enabling them to feel content in explorative play. 
	Confident to express own knowledge and ideas during play, conversations and experiences, coming up with their own explanations of how and why things work, and making links between key ideas. 

	Shows confidence in their abilities, shows fascination, curiosity and excitement during their experiences. 
	Strives with high energy to gain a profound understanding of the world around them by using available resources to deepen their involvement, concentration and fascination during activities. 
	Shows increasing control of maintaining attention during different experiences, becoming deeply involved in imaginative play, group activities and problem solving.






	Playing and Exploring
Engagement

	How to support this:

	Develops confidence to become explorative in their environment.

	Help children to be secure in the setting by having a secure key person relationship, and scaffolding key learning and play opportunities at all times. Provide engaging and wide-ranging resources set up in a variety of ways, to peak children’s interests and encourage exploration. Practitioners should be skilled at recognising when a child requires additional support, and when to watch the child learn independently, encouraging persistence, problem solving and facilitating a positive attitude to play. Give children opportunities to learn the language of emotions, or an alternative, to enable them to become emotionally literate. 


	Develops purposeful play skills using a range of available resources to support this. 

	The environment will be equipped with a range of materials and resources that children would encounter in their everyday lives. Practitioners should model the use of objects at every opportunity and facilitate extension of ideas, to build upon the child’s previous experiences. Practitioners will be skilled at recognising children that are struggling with early play skills, and support both in setting and in the home environment to overcome this for the child. 


	Have independent thoughts and ways of doing things, enabling them to make choices and complete tasks achievable based on their individual ability. 
	Help children to understand that there is more than one way to complete a task, and encourage innovative ideas and thinking as children play. Offer choice at key times throughout the day, and allow children the freedom to do this independently by having a well-organised environment. Show children that their view is valued by offering opportunities for expression, and being a role model of a good listener. Practitioners should recognise that children learn in different ways and treat each child’s learning journey as individual, and adapt language and communication skills based on the child’s abilities. Encourage children to have a go at tasks they are capable of, and provide constant opportunities for children to practise skills to enable them to achieve. 


	Shows confidence in their abilities, shows fascination, curiosity and excitement during their experiences. 
	Children will have the opportunity to explore a wide range of highly stimulating resources and activities, to peak their interests and develop curiosity. Children will be supported in showing fascination and excitement, and a practitioner will facilitate this by being skilled at knowing when to narrate for a child and to demonstrate play skills. Adults will be engaged and excited in the activities and model being a good storyteller to peak children’s imagination and nurture a love of reading. 








	Active Learning Motivation

	How to support this:

	Develops persistence to solve problems and adapt their thinking to enable them to build upon their skills and existing knowledge.

	Find out about children’s past experiences and use these a basis for learning. Provide open-ended resources and loose parts to encourage investigation and problem solving skills, and an adult will be skilled at supporting these opportunities. Children will be encouraged to take risks, and supported to understand the need for safety when tackling new challenges. Adults will facilitate children’s persistence by being a good role model, and demonstrating a ‘can do’ attitude to challenges. 


	Working hard and bouncing back after difficulties, showing enjoyment at their accomplishments and the processes they encounter on their learning journey.  

	Regularly repeat and revisit learning to build upon experiences and extend learning. Adults to praise attempts at problem-solving and not just the end result. Help children to extend their own thinking by encouraging thoughts about what may help, and know when to step in to guide the child and when to allow them to develop the knowledge independently. Recognise that children learn in different ways and allow them the freedom to do so.


	Shows understanding that they are a secure and valued member of the setting by exhibiting confidence in approaching the daily routines, familiar adults and peers, enabling them to feel content in explorative play. 

	Support children in becoming secure in their environment by forming a positive relationship with their key person. Find out about children’s comforts, special words they use and close family members, to enable key person to provide an environment of security for the child. Make books with special people and display photos in the setting for children to recognise and talk about significant people in their own lives. Adults should model being a good listener and encourage children to express themselves in a variety of ways. Offer choice to allow children to have the freedom of thought.


	Strives with high energy to gain a profound understanding of the world around them by using available resources to deepen their involvement, concentration and fascination during activities. 

	Provide a wide range of stimulating resources and activities to peak children’s interest and fascination of the world around them. Access to a wide range of materials from different cultures and environments, for example, shells from the beach, cooking implements used by specific cultures etc., to extend children’s cultural capital. Adults will facilitate and promote imaginative play by demonstrating excitement and fascination at experiences. Provide a varied and highly engaging range of activities to allow children to develop their concentration skills and become more involved in their experiences. Using innovative methods of storytelling, Practitioners will peak children’s interests and allow children to become fully engrossed in reading
.









	Creating and Thinking Critically
Thinking
	How to support this:

	Develops their knowledge and understanding of the world around them by exhibiting pretend play skills during a range of situations, reflecting and building on their first experiences. 

	Provide a wide range of resources and materials for children to engage in open-ended play experiences, and enhance objects they are familiar with, with ones they may not have come across before. Adults should consistently facilitate purposeful play and model how to use things, but know when to sit back and allow the child to explore independently. Practitioners will be skilled in building upon a child’s skills, to extend learning and thinking opportunities, and provide a rich cultural capital. 


	Uses problem-solving skills in everyday situations to adapt their thinking and ideas, to understand another perspective and to gain deeper insight into different cultures, norms and ways of life.  

	Adults will promote independent thinking skills, and allow children the freedom to have a go and take risks. Resources will be open ended to allow children to explore and be curious in their surroundings, and become fascinated by what they find. Adults will ask thought provoking questions of children, to encourage them to deepen their own learning and experiences, and seek answers independently. Adults will model being a good listener and respect others’ view during conversation. Children will have the opportunity to learn about different faiths and festivals, and play with a range of resources from different cultural backgrounds. 


	Confident to express own knowledge and ideas during play, conversations and experiences, coming up with their own explanations of how and why things work, and making links between key ideas. 
	Children will have frequent opportunities to express their feelings and emotions, through various methods dependent on the child’s individual needs. Staff will use innovative ways of communicating with small children such as puppet use, flash cards, Makaton signing, or through play experiences. Children will be encouraged to become a good listener through role modelling by practitioners, and contribute their own ideas to tasks. Practitioners will be skilled at allowing children to experiment with making things work and ways of doing things, to allow them to seek the answers they require. 


	Shows increasing control of maintaining attention during different experiences, becoming deeply involved in imaginative play, group activities and problem solving.
	Children will have access to a varied and well-stocked environment, that will promote excitement and fascination to play. Children will be supported to have a go and get involved in activities, and adults will know when to step in and when to allow the child freedom of exploration. Resources will be open ended to allow children to choose ways to do things and adults will facilitate extension of learning to maintain concentration and persistence in activities. Books and stories will be consistently accessible and promoted both in the setting and home environments, to enhance imagination and role-play.
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